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Stephanie Savage
The Impulse Travel Group

02-9651-3177
Stephanie@impulsetravel.com.au

Saturday · April 7th - Sunday · April 22nd

Impulse Travel
Itinerary for Ikebana Tour by Sandy Marker

Saturday · April 7th Transfer

Sunday · April 8th WESTERN HOTEL IN OSAKA (4 nights)
FULL DAY IN OSAKA

Monday · April 9th FULL DAY AT THE PLANT HUNTER

Tuesday · April 10th FULL DAY IN OSAKA

Wednesday · April 11th HIMEJI AND BIZEN
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE INN (RYOKAN) IN BIZEN (2 nights)

Thursday · April 12th FULL DAY IN BIZEN

Friday · April 13th WESTERN HOTEL IN OKAYAMA (1 night)

Saturday · April 14th OKAYAMA - KURASHIKI - TAKAMATSU
WESTERN HOTEL IN TAKAMATSU (4 nights)
FULL DAY IN TAKAMATSU

Sunday · April 15th FREE AT LEISURE

Monday · April 16th FULL DAY IN MARUGAME AND TAKAMATSU

Tuesday · April 17th FULL DAY IN NAOSHIMA

Wednesday · April 18th IYA VALLEY - DOGO ONSEN
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE INN (RYOKAN) IN DOGO ONSEN (2 nights)

Thursday · April 19th FREE AT LEISURE

Friday · April 20th WESTERN HOTEL IN HIROSHIMA (2 nights)

Saturday · April 21st FULL DAY IN HIROSHIMA AND MIYAJIMA

Sunday · April 22nd Transfer

INCLUSIONS
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WESTERN HOTEL IN OSAKA

Arriving To
Hotel in Osaka

Departing From
Kansai International Airport

Saturday · April 7th

Transfer

Notes

Arrive at Kansai International Airport

Transfer (either shared or private depending on client’s flights) to hotel in Osaka

Sunday · April 8th

4 nights
Duration

4 nights at Western hotel in Osaka
Amenities

Breakfast included

FULL DAY IN OSAKA
Visit Umeda Sky Building Floating Garden Observatory and Namba Park.
In the afternoon, visit Shinsaibashi Markets.

Umeda Sky Building Floating Garden Observatory
One of the most popular attractions and landmarks of Osaka is the Floating Garden Observatory on the top floor of Sky 
Building. The Umeda Sky Building, a "pair of skyscrapers connected in midair" is built in an unusual architectural form seldom 
encountered anywhere in the world. It has an open roof and 360-degree design affording panoramic views of the city, and is 
known as a romantic and most scenic sunset viewing spot.

Namba Park
This shopping mall is an oasis in the city where people can enjoy trees and flowers while browsing boutiques. In addition to 
fashionable boutiques for men and women, the mall includes an outdoor event space, a roof top garden, cinema complex and 
specialty stores.

Shinsaibashi Markets
The Shinsaibashi is the largest shopping area in Osaka where many boutiques and specialty shops are gathered, attracting 
local people and visitors. The Shisaibashi has developed from the arcaded streets“Shinsaibashi Shopping Street” which runs 
east to Mido-Suji Avenue, is the best-known shopping area in Osaka, and an enduring symbol of the city. With a history of 380 
years, it was already an established shopping area in the Edo Period. Shops of all kinds and for all ages line the street, a roofed 
arcade 600 metres long.
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Monday · April 9th

In the 21st century, modern-day plant hunter extraordinaire Seijun Nishihata from Japan turns the tables, scouring the world 
to bring back the wonderful, the wild and the downright weird to his home country, from succulents and epiphytes to full sized 
trees, including mature bottle trees from Australia.

Nishihata is a now custodian of the 150-year old Hanau Company, a wholesale plant and flower supplier to temple gardens 
such as the Ginkaku ji (Kyoto’s Silver Pavilion), and ikebana masters. Years of on-the-job training have made him tree pruning 
expert, a skill he utilises to an astonishing (and sometimes heart-stopping) degree in bringing his finds back to Japan.

Nishihata has a deep love, profound respect for, and almost religious relationship with the plants he chooses, and he wants to 
awaken Japanese sensibilities to the joy of new shapes and textures, and an understanding of the natural environments of the 
plants he brings home.

Watch as he prunes and prepares massive mature bottle trees for shipping from Australia to Japan. You can see his meticulous 
preparation of each plant so that it arrives in Japan in quarantine-acceptable condition, and then how his pruning, bonsai-
style root-pruning and on-site planting methods produce such an amazing growth response.

Nishihata has travelled to 33 countries exploring and chasing down the plants he wants and bringing them back to Japan. As a 
reflection of his ikebana traditions, he is particularly attracted by unusual architectural form  from gnarled and twisted to spiky 
and curled, plumose and globular.

Tuesday · April 10th

FULL DAY IN OSAKA
Morning, Sogetsu Ikebana School
Late afternoon, visit Osaka Castle

Osaka Castle
Osaka Castle (Osaka-jo) was built by the hegemon Toyotomi Hideyoshi, who ruled Japan in the latter half of the 16th century, 
on the site of a temple called Ishiyama Hongan-ji. The construction work began in 1583 and most buildings such as the castle 
tower were completed in 1585. Its gross area is over 3,300,000 sq m and tens of thousands of people were daily mobilized in its 
construction. The donjon is five-tiered and nine-storied, and has large golden sea creature ornaments shining on the rooftop. It 
is claimed that pure gold chasings were set in the corridors. One of the charms of this castle is the beauty of its stone wall. 
Reportedly, there are 40,000 rocks in the wall. Legend has it that powerful daimyo from all parts of Japan competed in carrying 
the large rocks to display their loyalty to the Toyotomi hegemon. The existing castle tower was built in 1931. It has five tiers 
and is approximately 40 m high. It is the symbol of Osaka.

FULL DAY AT THE PLANT HUNTER
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TRADITIONAL JAPANESE INN (RYOKAN) IN BIZEN

Wednesday · April 11th

This morning, your luggage will be transferred from to Takamatsu.
Please ensure you have an overnight bag for the next two nights.

Catch train to Himeji.
Upon arrival at Himeji, your overnight bag will be stored in a coin locker at Himeji Station.

Visit Himeji Castle
Himeji Castle (Himeji-jo) is the largest, most perfectly designed original castle that remains in Japan. It was also called the 
Egret Castle as the shape of the castles layout centered on the five-tiered donjon resembled an egret about to take flight. It is 
known as the castle that the world recognizes as the symbol of Japan. Its predecessor was a castle built in the 14th century, 
but it reached its final (present) form in the beginning of the 17th century under the daimyo Ikeda Terumasa. His construction 
took eight years and required the labor of over 24,300,000 men. The donjon is about 31.5 m in height, over 46 m including the 
stone wall, and is designated a National Treasure along with other buildings. The interior of the donjon is of a practical 
construction and there are holes set in the walls for defenders to fire guns and arrows. Furthermore, 74 buildings such as 
turrets that held drums for announcing time have been designated Important Cultural Properties.

After Himeji Castle visit, continue to Bizen by private bus.

Wake Fuji Park
Fuji Park is famous for its 100 varieties and 150 different fuji (Japanese wisteria) plants, gathered from all over Japan, hanging 
down from above in blooming purple tufts. The park’s 500 m long wisteria tunnel envelops visitors in a sweet scent and looks 
like a purple waterfall. Many tourists flock to the park from late April to early May, when the flowers are in bloom. Visitors will 
also enjoy the park’s uncommon pink and white wisteria as well as flower bunches hanging down more than a metre in length.

2 nights
Duration

2 nights at a ryokan n Bizen
Amenities

Breakfast and dinner included

HIMEJI AND BIZEN
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WESTERN HOTEL IN OKAYAMA

Thursday · April 12th

FULL DAY IN BIZEN
Bizen is a city of pottery facing the Katakami Bay in southeastern Okayama. The city is known as the hometown of Bizen-yaki, 
one of the six types of ancient Japanese pottery styles. Bizen-yaki is more than 1,000 years old, and is the oldest among the six 
ancient pottery styles. The old name of Okayama, Bizen, is retained in the name of the pottery.

Boasting a history going back 1,000 years, Imbe is the hometown of Bizen pottery, one of Japan’s oldest forms of pottery, and 
features more than 100 potteries and galleries. The old townscape of Imbe is a one-of-a-kind sight filled with buildings made 
with red brick chimneys and Bizen pottery roof tiles. At the Bizen Pottery Museum, visitors can experience the charm of Bizen 
pottery not only by learning how to make Bizen pottery but also by viewing about 250 masterworks ranging from modern 
pottery to pottery crafted in ancient times. Imbe Station also has Bizen pottery on display and for sale.

Friday · April 13th

1 night
Duration

1 night at a Western hotel in Okayama
Amenities

Breakfast included
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WESTERN HOTEL IN TAKAMATSU

Saturday · April 14th

Continue to Okayama

Upon arrival at Okayama, your overnight bag will be stored in a coin locker at the train station.

Visit Korakuen Garden and continue to Kurashiki

Korakuen Garden
Koraku-en is situated on the middle sandbar of the Asahi-gawa, a river flowing through the city of Okayama. It was laid out in 
1686 by order of Ikeda Tsunamasa, who ruled this region at that time. It is said to have taken 14 years to complete the garden. 
The garden is arranged to take in water from the river, which then runs via a zigzag brook into a pond and down in a waterfall. 
The spirit of the Japanese tea ceremony has been incorporated in many ways. The extensive lawn and vast pond create an 
atmosphere that is as uplifting and relaxing as the regions mild climate. Korakuen is regarded as one of Japan's three most 
beautiful gardens, alongside Kairaku-en in the city of Mito and Kenroku-en in the city of Kanazawa.'

Kurashiki
Kurashiki, located in southern Okayama Prefecture, has ancient tradition and culture, as well as state of the art technology and 
sophisticated facilities, making it a city where culture and industry intersect.

Continue to Takamatsu

4 nights
Duration

4 night at a Western hotel in Takamatsu
Amenities

Breakfast included

OKAYAMA - KURASHIKI - TAKAMATSU
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FULL DAY IN TAKAMATSU
Visit Ritsurin Gardens and Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum using private bus.

Ritsurin Garden
Ritsurin Koen is a park located in the city of Takamatsu, and covers around 75 ha. Landscaping began in 1642 and is said to 
have taken 100 years to complete. In the garden are six ponds and 13 artificial hills called tsukiyama. The garden, set against 
the backdrop of the mountain Shiun-zan, is evocative of a Japanese painting. The technique of using scenery such as 
mountains in the distance in the design of a garden is known as shakkei. The garden in the southern part of the park is in a 
purely Japanese style. A small house known as Kikugetsu-tei used for tea ceremony and located by the pond is known as an 
arbor for enjoying the beauty of the full moon in autumn. The garden in the northern part of the park has undergone major 
restoration and is now a Western-style garden.

Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum
The Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum Japan is the fulfillment of Noguchi's wish that his former studio in Mure-cho, Japan, be an 
extension of his Museum in New York to inspire artists and scholars. The Japan Museum is located between historic Yashima 
and Mount Gokenzan in Kagawa prefecture, on the island of Shikoku, Japan. Its collection includes 150 sculptures, many of 
which are still unfinished, preserving the working atmosphere of his studio.

Sunday · April 15th

Whole day free at leisure or visit Teshima Island

Teshima
Uniting the creative visions of artist Rei Naito and architect Ryue Nishizawa, Teshima Art Museum stands on a hill on the island 
of Teshima overlooking the Inland Sea. Shaped like a drop of water, the museum lies in a corner of the spacious grounds 
surrounded by once-fallow rice terraces that have been restored with help from local residents. Structurally, the building 
consists of a concrete shell, devoid of pillars, coving a space 40 by 60 metres. On the highest ceiling 4.5 metres above, two oval 
openings allow the air, sounds, and light of the world outside into this organic space where nature and architecture seem 
intimately interconnected. Inside one finds an ever-flowing fountains and an ambiance that changes from hour to hour and 
season to season, revealing countless appearances as time passes.

FREE AT LEISURE
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Monday · April 16th

FULL DAY IN MARUGAME AND TAKAMATSU
Visit Mizuhiki Factory at Marugame, and Shikoku Mura using private bus.

Shikoku Mura
Shikoku-mura is located at the foothills of Mt Yashima, surrounded by nature. Traditional farmhouses have been re-located 
and restored here from all over Shikoku in this open-air museum.
The folk houses from Edo to Taisho Period are displayed along with traditional folk tools in an area of about 50,000 square 
metres.

Tuesday · April 17th

Whole day at Naoshima.

An Island of art, blessed with nature and attracting worldwide attention. Selected as one of the "seven places in the world you 
should see next."

Naoshima Island is a small island with a population of about 3,400 people, situated in the Seto Inland Sea. It was selected by 
Conde Nast Traveller, an American sightseeing magazine, as one of the "seven places in the world you should see next." The 
island is also mentioned in "The Man with the Red Tattoo," the 007 novel written by Raymond Benson and published in 
England.

Benesse Art Site Naoshima is an attempt to produce an utterly new type of space and experience by setting contemporary art 
and architecture amidst the beauty of nature. The site includes many unique places and projects such as Benesse House, a 
museum where you can spend the night that was designed by renowned Japanese architect Tadao Ando, and the Art House 
Project, where artists renovate old houses, turning the house and the space inside into a new "work of art."

Tadao Ando also designed the Chichu Art Museum, where "Water Lilies" by Claude Monet, and works by James Turrell and 
Walter De Maria, contemporary artists long involved with Naoshima, are displayed in its permanent collections. The museum 
has a beautiful garden featuring plants that were cherished by Monet, allowing you to gain a deeper understanding of his 
works.

In parallel with these kinds of art projects, Naoshima also focuses on environmental activities. You can visit a valuable metal 
recycling facility and an industrial waste processing facility.

FULL DAY IN NAOSHIMA
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WESTERN HOTEL IN HIROSHIMA

TRADITIONAL JAPANESE INN (RYOKAN) IN DOGO ONSEN

Wednesday · April 18th

IYA VALLEY - DOGO ONSEN
Travel to Iya Valley using private bus

Nana Magari (Seven Curves) is known as the most dangerous spot in the valley. The Statue of Peeing Boy stands on the 
overhanging rock and as the tale goes, it was build there to ward off the young daredevils who would come here to urinate off 
the rock to show their bravery. It stands at a height of 200 metres from the bottom of the valley and it will make you cringe just 
by glancing down below.

The vine bridge over the Iya River is called Iya no Kazurabashi (Vine Bridges in the Iya Valley) and this suspension bridge is 45 
metres long and 2 metres wide, and is 14 metres above the water. Rebuilt every three years, this bridge is designated as a 
national important folkloric property and is one of Japan's three rare bridges.

Continue to Dogo Onsen

2 nights
Duration

2 nights at a ryokan in Dogo Onsen
Amenities

Breakfast and dinner included

Thursday · April 19th

FREE AT LEISURE
Whole day free at leisure

Dogo-onsen Hot Spring, located in Matsuyama, the capital of Ehime, is the oldest spa in Japan, which is said to have 3,000 year 
history. A legend says that it healed a deity’s illness in ancient time. Its good quality of the spring, noteworthy tradition, and 
easy access from downtown have made Dogo-onsen the most popular destination.

This morning, your luggage will be transferred to Hiroshima

Friday · April 20th

2 nights
Duration

Catch private bus to Matsuyama Port.
From Matsuyama, catch ferry to Hiroshima

2 nights at a Western hotel in Hiroshima

If we have time,we will visit either Kamu no Sato Rokuttanfor the beautiful Shibazakura or Shukkein Garden.
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Vehicle
PRIVATE COACH

Arriving To
HIROSHIMA AIRPORT

Departing From
HOTEL IN HIROSHIMA

If we have time,we will visit either Kamu no Sato Rokuttanfor the beautiful Shibazakura or Shukkein Garden.

Amenities

Breakfast included

Saturday · April 21st

FULL DAY IN HIROSHIMA AND MIYAJIMA
Whole day exploring sites of Hiroshima such as Peace Park, Atomic Bomb Dome and Miyajima

Hiroshima was devastated by an atomic bomb in World War II. All of the buildings in the surrounding area were destroyed. 
Hiroshima, where the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Dome (Genbaku Dome) miraculously remained standing, is internationally 
known as the "City of Peace."

Miyajima Island is the popular name of Itsuku-shima Island, situated in Hatsukaichi City in southwestern Hiroshima. It is a 
scenic site in which the mountains, sea, and red shrine buildings blend together in harmony, and the entire island is 
designated as a historic site. It is said to be one of the three most beautiful sights in Japan, along with Matsushima in Miyagi 
Prefecture and Ama-no-hashidate in Kyoto. The origin of Miyajima is said to date back to when the Itsuku-shima-jinja Shrine 
was built in 593, the year Empress Suiko took the throne. But the island of Miyajima itself has had a long history of being an 
object of worship, especially its Mt. Mi-sen that rises up at the center of the island. Men of power always worshiped and 
protected Miyajima.

Sunday · April 22nd

Transfer

Notes

Private coach to Hiroshima Airport

INCLUSIONS
Arrival airport transfer from Kansai International Airport to accommodation in Osaka
4 nights at a 3 star Western hotel in Osaka including daily breakfast
Luggage transfer from Osaka to Takamatsu, Dogo Onsen to Hiroshima
2 nights at a ryokan in Bizen including daily breakfast and dinner
Anagama Kiln Visit
1 night at a 3 star Western hotel in Okayama including breakfast
4 nights at a 3 star Western hotel in Takamatsu including daily breakfast
Use of private bus on 11 - 22 April
2 nights at a ryokan in Dogo Onsen including daily breakfast and dinner
2 nights at a 3 star Western hotel in Hiroshima including daily breakfast
Departure airport transfer from accommodation in Hiroshima to Hiroshima Airport
All transportation as per itinerary
All entrance fees as per itinerary
Services of English speaking guide throughout the tour


